Home Groups

Rick Doige Home Group (206-1156)
Sundays @ 6:00pm
Location: 32 Trail Drive, Islandview

Jerry Stillwell Home Group (472-8770)
Will resume in January 2010. Watch the bulletin for details.

Young Adults Home Groups
Contact Sandy — sandra.tucker@nbed.nb.ca

Sandi Martinez’s Beth Moore Bible Study (452-8927)
Alternate Saturdays, 9:00-11:30am
Location: 296 New Maryland Highway

Next Meeting: Resumes January 9™

Merry-Lynne Inman’s Beth Moore Bible Study (472-5817)
Alternate Sundays, 5:45- 8:30pm

Location: First Wesleyan Church

Next Meeting: Resumes January 10"

Stay in touch with First Wesleyan on a weekly basis in the
following ways:

e Visit our church website to find the bulletin available electronically
-www.firstwesleyan.ca.
¢ Remember to check this on a regular basis for other information
as well.
e Pastor Karl’s messages are available at www.karlingersoll.com. The
messages are available in audio and transcript form. The transcripts are
in MS Word.
e Subscribe to the Pastor’s weekly newsletter. This is a short “blog
type” thought, some advance info about the upcoming Sunday services
and then a chuckle. Takes less than 5 minutes to read. Just send Karl a
note if you’d like to subscribe - karl@firstwesleyan.ca.

Contacts

General Office: 458-9232

E-mail: info@firstwesleyan.ca

Rev. Karl Ingersoll, Senior Pastor, karl@firstwesleyan.ca, 447-8397(c)

Matt Palmer, Youth Pastor, mattp@firstwesleyan.ca 292-7343(c)

Matt Doige, Worship Pastor, mattd@firstwesleyan.ca 999-3644(c)

Ruth Wood, Music Administrative Assistant/Choir Director, ruth@firstwesleyan.ca

Megan Woodworth, Director of Children’s Ministries, megan@firstwesleyan.ca

Joni Torunski, Administrative Assistant, info@firstwesleyan.ca

Wayne CIliff, Custodian

This Week at FWC

TODAY (9:30am)

Nursery for 0-2 yrs

Ages 2 & 3 Sunday School

- Kids Choir Practice (ages 4—gr. 5)

- Jr. & Sr. Girls’ Sunday School

- Jr. & Sr. Boys’ Sunday School

- Prayer Study/Prayer Time (Rm 206)

- Ground Zero Prayer Meeting (Rm 137)
- Adult Elective: Genesis: The Early Years
- Coffee Time in the Gym

ALL ABOVE ACTIVITIES RESUME NEXT WEEK

(10:30am) - Morning Worship Service
- BIBLE MAX

MONDAY (6:00pm) - Men’s Volleyball(resumes Jan. 11)
(8:15pm) - Men’s Basketball (age 45+)ongoing

TUESDAY  (10:30pm) - Weekly Meeting (begins Jan. 12)
( 6:30pm) - Archery (resumes Jan. 5)

WEDNESDAY (6:30pm) - CONNECT YOUTH (Gr. 6-12)
- KIDMO (Resumes Jan. 13)
- Choir Practice (Resumes Jan. 6)
(7:00pm) - Prayer Meeting

THURSDAY (6:30pm) - Badminton

(7:00pm) - Soul Focus

(9:00pm) - Men’s Basketball
A” is Good News
The story is told of a man who came to visit his old friend,
a music teacher. As the man came in, he said, “What’s the
good news today?” The old teacher was silent as he stood
up and walked across the room. He picked up a small
hammer and struck a tuning fork. As the note sounded
throughout the room, he said, “That is ‘A.” It is ‘A’ today;
it was ‘A’ 5,000 years ago, and it will be ‘A’ 10,000 years
from now. The soprano upstairs sings off-key, the tenor
across the hall flats on his high notes, and the piano
downstairs is out of tune.” He struck the note again and
said, “That is ‘A,” my friend, and that’s the good news for
today!”

The only hope for a world out of tune is to know that Jesus
is the truth: “Yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews
13:8). That’s the good news of truth!

CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRIES

BIBLE MAX

Children, ages 4 to grade 5, are invited to join us upstairs each
Sunday for their very own worship time! This year the children
will have a Hands-On Bible experience. Each week we will dive
into the Bible as we learn to love and live God’s Word!

KIDMO

All children, Grades K-5, are invited to join us Wednesday nights
6:30 - 7:45, for KIDMO! We will learn how much fun it is to
worship God through awesome music, get to know Johnny Rogers
and some of his crazy friends, learn lots of cool stuff about God and
how much He loves us, participate in some fun crafts and
games, — and maybe even win a prize! Kidmo is a wonderful place
for our kids to build friendships with each other and with God. We
always have fun, and we always learn lots! Come this week and
bring a friend!

CONNECT YOUTH
Teens in grades 6-12 are invited to join us on Wednesday nights,
from 6:30-8:30.

DEEPER — Wednesday nights from 4:00-6:30 (GRADES 8-12)
Includes Bible Study and Supper and the occasional outreach.

SNAC N’ YAC — The last Sunday of each month where teens go to
a host home to eat and hang out.

FRIDAY NIGHT DROP IN - Every Friday night with the
exception of the third Friday of each month.

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE — A Fredericton wide youth service held
on the first Sunday night of the month from 6:30-8:15 at various
different churches. Go to www.snlworship.com to find out where.

MONTHLY EVENTS — We have 1 to 2 monthly events. One in
which is planned by our Youth Leadership Council. We also have
different trips throughout the year. We go skiing, camping, to
Christian concerts; etc.

YOUTH WEBSITE — www.firstyouth.ca — to find out our current
schedule.
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THE SHAPE OF
THINGS TO COME

Mike Danforth

January 3, 2010

Welcome

One of the most alarming quotes that I have ever read was something
like this; “Churches regularly choose their traditions over their
children.” It is alarming because I have seen it far too frequently in
my lifetime, in every church that I have served. Personally I have
wrestled with it outside of the ministry, as a new Christian. We fall
in love with the programs that we create, the music that is most like
that which we heard at formative points in our lives . . . and the list
goes on and on.

1 look at my granddaughters and pray and hope that they will want
to go to church when they grow to become adults . . .

And when you think about it, we need answers today. New stats for
Fredericton tell us that the population is 83,000. If every one of our
(app.) 70 churches had 300 people in attendance every week, we
would still have 63,000 people unaccounted for. And we’re not
gaining ground, dear brothers and sisters, we’re losing it. The
average weekly attendance in our community, I would guess to be
marginally beyond 100. That may be generous. There is a huge gap
between our intentions and the effectiveness of our outreach
strategies.

There is one thing for certain. If we keep on doing what we have
always done we will get what we 've always got.

So . .. I have started straining my ears to hear the hearts of those who
are making life decisions relative to the place that church will play in
their lives and the lives of their children. When I was a teen, kids left
church to sow their wild oats. Today, good, spiritual young and “not-
quite-so-young” adults are leaving the church because they don’t
think they need the church. They are finding church in other forms.
I have been reminded that God is not committed to “form”.

I have asked Mike Danforth to bring the message today as a
representative of the up and coming generation. I am praying that
you’ll hear his words today and that those words will bring God’s
message to our church. At the Sunday-outset of the new decade, we
can make some determinations. The course that we set will
determine what the end of the decade will bring. Ten years from
today is a lifetime. Change is relentless and more rapid than we can
imagine.

I am trusting that this may stir your hearts to pray. That will bring
our future, our deliverance, the relevance that we need to be what we
need to be in today’s world. We cannot learn our way forward . . . we
have to learn to lean into His power, His great faithfulness.

Pastor Karl

SERMON NOTES
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